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Great futures begin here

Burnaby welcomes international students. 

The city has a rich Canadian heritage, a 

beautiful landscape, and a vibrant culture. 

Burnaby School district boasts high academic

standards.



The City of Burnaby is located in the centre of Greater Vancouver, with safe, family-

oriented neighbourhoods, and a strong sense of community.

Burnaby is:
• Beautifully green, within minutes of local mountains, sparkling  lakes and lush green parks

• An easy 30-minute ride by Skytrain to downtown Vancouver  

• Home to two highly ranked post secondary institutions: Simon Fraser University (SFU) and British 

Columbia Institute of Technology (BCIT); with the University of British Columbia (UBC) only a 

30-minute drive away  

• A welcoming place of safe, family–oriented neighbourhoods, offering a strong sense 

of community  

• Filled with services such as libraries and tutoring academies, and entertainment choices like 

shopping malls, recreation centres and movie theatres 

The perfect location



What a great place to live and study! Canada is recognized as

one of the top countries in the world to live, while the Burnaby School

District has a tradition of exceptional academic performance. 

Academic Strengths:
• Burnaby School District has the largest Advanced Placement (AP) 

program in Canada 

• It is one of only a very few locations in North America selected to offer 

the prestigious AP Capstone Diploma

• It exceeds the BC average for the number of scholarships awarded for 

post-secondary studies

• Many students have been accepted into top universities ie. MIT, UBC, 

Princeton, U of Toronto, etc.

Burnaby School District has 41 elementary schools (for ages 5-12)

and 8 high schools (for ages 13-18). All the schools are certified by

the B.C. Ministry of Education. Advantages of studying in Burnaby are:
• Small class sizes  

• Professionally qualified teachers  

• Modern technology and tools to assist learning  

• Leading-edge facilities

Our schools



Our programs

Burnaby School District offers diverse programs and ways to

study. International students are fully integrated with Canadian

students from the 1st day of class.

Students can come for:
• The BC High School graduation diploma program  

• A true Canadian experience program of 5 or 10 months  

• Summer English Language Academy

Additional opportunities include:
• Advanced Placement courses which help students get 

   accepted to top universities

• A wide variety of unique courses, after-school clubs and activities

• Sports academies like soccer, ice hockey, basketball, softball 

   and swimming, which combine high level sports training with a 

   modified academic program

• Numerous credit courses offered in summer 

• Intensive English language training program included in fees  



Creating university-ready students

Graduates from the Burnaby School District emerge with:
• Candidacy for top universities in not only North America but 

also around the world

• Upgraded English language skills  

• Academic readiness  

• Leadership experiences    

• A well-rounded global-minded outlook and skill set 

International students who successfully complete the B.C. Ministry of Education require-

ments will receive the British Columbia Graduation Diploma. This diploma is recognized at

top post-secondary institutions throughout North America and in many other countries. 

Plenty of support – International students need a good variety of 

support. Within the Burnaby School District, we have a number of 

exceptional people and resources available:
• A Vice Principal of international education in every secondary school  

• International Student Liaisons and multilingual Support Workers based 

in every school 

• School counsellors  

• Multilingual international office staff  

• Professionally qualified teachers  

• After-school tutors and mentors  

• Full orientation program, one week before school starts  



From hockey and mountain biking to canoeing, chess or choir, it’s easy to get 

involved in Burnaby, and have a true Canadian experience. Burnaby schools, as well 

as the International Office, offer an excursion program throughout the year to tourist 

destinations in BC and beyond. Students can take advantage of many school-based

clubs, sports and extracurricular activities.

Homestay Accommodation
International students ages 13 and up can experience authentic Canadian home life, by living

with a Canadian family in Burnaby near their appointed school. Homestay students will be part

of the family, with their own private bedroom, a study area and three meals a day.

Offering a true Canadian experience



What our students say:

My experience as an 

international student in 

Burnaby was great. I 

learned a lot at school 

and about other cultures.

Being in a homestay was

really interesting and it 

made me responsible 

and independent. I’m sure that this experience

will help me in life. 

Karina, Mexico

The impressive number of AP courses offered

in Burnaby definitely gave me an edge after

coming to Princeton University. I was able to

skip many of the introductory courses and

place directly into upper level ones. It simplified

my life greatly here at Princeton.

Tony, Hong Kong 

National AP scholar 

At school in Burnaby, the teachers and 

counsellors are there to help you. There are

many clubs you can join. The students are

kind, friendly, accepting and helpful. Burnaby

has good schools that give you a great 

education and great friends.

Yan (Ian), Russia

Through the curriculum in Burnaby, the number

of subjects I take in one semester is much

smaller, so I can focus on the areas I am really 

interested in. I am also able to take a variety

of subjects to prepare for future employment.

I really enjoy my school life here and I am

preparing for university admission at the same

time. This is possible because the curriculum is

excellent.

Luke, Korea

For more information about
• Fees 

• Dates and deadlines  

• Applications 

• Programs

Please visit studyinburnaby.ca 




